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PRELUDE 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father,  
and of the ☩ Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Faithful God, 
have mercy on us. 
We confess that we are captive to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. 

 
We turn from your loving embrace 
and go our own ways. 

 
We pass judgment on one another 
before examining ourselves. 

 
We place our own needs before those of our neighbors. 

 
We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. 

 
Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, 
and turn us again to life in you 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
God hears the cries of all who call out in need, 
and through his death and resurrection, 
Christ has made us his own. 
 
Hear the truth that God proclaims: 
Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. 
Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness 
to do God’s work in the world. Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG – God, Beyond All Names 

 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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KYRIE 

 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us live in your 
image; created for you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by you, let us give you what is 
yours, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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FIRST READING – Isaiah 45:1-7 
1Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have grasped to subdue 
nations before him and strip kings of their robes, to open doors before him— and the gates 
shall not be closed: 2I will go before you and level the mountains, I will break in pieces the 
doors of bronze and cut through the bars of iron, 3I will give you the treasures of darkness 
and riches hidden in secret places, so that you may know that it is I, the LORD, the God of 
Israel, who call you by your name. 4For the sake of my servant Jacob, and Israel my chosen, I 
call you by your name, I surname you, though you do not know me. 
5I am the LORD, and there is no other; besides me there is no god. I arm you, though you do 
not know me, 6so that they may know, from the rising of the sun and from the west, that 
there is no one besides me; I am the LORD, and there is no other. 7I form light and create 
darkness, I make weal and create woe; I the LORD do all these things. 

Word of God, word of life.    Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALMODY – Psalm 96:1-9 
Refrain 

 
1Sing to the LORD a new song; 
  sing to the LORD, all the earth. 
2Sing to the LORD, bless the name of the LORD; 
  proclaim God’s salvation from day to day. Refrian 
3Declare God’s glory among the nations 
  and God’s wonders among all peoples. 
4For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised, 
  more to be feared than all gods. Refrain 
5As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; 
  but you, O LORD, have made the heavens. 
6Majesty and magnificence are in your presence; 
  power and splendor are in your sanctuary. Refrain 
7Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples, 
  ascribe to the LORD honor and power. 
8Ascribe to the LORD the honor due the holy name; 
  bring offerings and enter the courts of the LORD. Refrain 
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9Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; 
  tremble before the LORD, all the earth. Refrain 
 
SECOND READING – 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 
1Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace. 
2We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, constantly 
3remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and 
steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4For we know, brothers and sisters beloved 
by God, that he has chosen you, 5because our message of the gospel came to you not in 
word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know 
what kind of persons we proved to be among you for your sake. 6And you became imitators 
of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the word with joy inspired by 
the Holy Spirit, 7so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in 
Achaia. 8For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia and 
Achaia, but in every place your faith in God has become known, so that we have no need to 
speak about it. 9For the people of those regions report about us what kind of welcome we 
had among you, and how you turned to God from idols, to serve a living and true God, 10and 
to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from 
the wrath that is coming. 

Word of God, word of life.    Thanks be to God. 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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GOSPEL – John 8:31-36 
Response – Glory to you, O Lord. 
15Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he said. 16So they sent their 
disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, 
and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for you 
do not regard people with partiality. 17Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to 
the emperor, or not?” 18But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to 
the test, you hypocrites? 19Show me the coin used for the tax.”  
And they brought him a denarius. 20Then he said to them, “Whose head is this, and whose 
title?” 21They answered, “The emperor’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to the 
emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” 22When 
they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him and went away. 

The gospel of the Lord.    Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON Pastor Mark Peters 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY – Lift Every Voice and Sing                   ELW 841 
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CREED 
Along with the church, we confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those 
in need. 

God of praise, the heavens and all creation declare your salvation. From the rising of the sun 
to its setting, may the whole universe show forth your goodness. Raise up devoted stewards 
of all that you have made. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

God of all, may your word of justice sound forth in every place. Restore divided nations and 
communities with reconciling truth. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

God of light, we pray for those living with pain, illness, isolation, grief, anger, or doubt. Join 
their voices in a new song, assuring them that you call them each by name. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 

Remember in prayer those who have lost jobs or are furloughed from work, that they will 
have the resources and support to meet their daily needs as they seek employment. Pray 
that our congregations will be welcoming, supportive, and ready to help, concerned for their 
dignity and their spiritual, physical and emotional needs.   Lord, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 

Pray for active-duty military and their families, especially in times of deployment, transition, 
and separation, that their faith will comfort and strengthen them and that they will have 
confidence knowing they are always connected with the love, support and concern of their 
home community of faith. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Pray for students, teachers, school staff and parents as they continue to adapt to the 
uncertainties of the COVID-19 pandemic and its impact on school environments and 
distanced learning. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the 
name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
PEACE – The peace of Christ be with you always.   And also with you. 
 
NOISY OFFERING 
 
A TIME OF REFLECTION 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish 
your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know 
your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted 
your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things 
new in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with all the 
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and 
join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 
You are most holy, 
and great is the majesty of your glory. 

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 
but have eternal life. 

We give you thanks for his coming into the world 
to fulfill for us your holy will 
and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, 
by your Spirit, in your church, without end. 
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LORD'S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those  
who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The gifts of God for the people of God. 
 
LAMB OF GOD 

 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
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COMMUNION MEDITATION HYMN – Many and Great, O God                ELW 837 
 

 

 
 
EUCHARISTIC BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the 
healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith 
toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy.  
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG – What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine                ELW 774 

 
DISMISSAL – Go in peace. Remember the poor.         Thanks be to God. 
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Worship Leaders Today 
 Presider   Pastor Mark Peters 
 Musician   Joe Belanger  
               Liturgist   Donna Barg 
               Sound Technician  John Faith 
               Live Streaming   Ted Saxton 

 

HOLY COMMUNION, the Lord's Supper, is the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, given 
with bread and wine, instituted by Christ himself for us to eat and drink. All Christians who 
desire to share in Christ's body and blood, given and shed for the forgiveness of sins, are 
welcome to receive the Sacrament. We ask that you come forward under the direction of the 
ushers.  White grape juice and gluten free wafers are available for those who wish them.  

Prayer Concerns – Kathie Koranda Nesland, Helen Knutson, Susie Battalion, Margaret Tyson, 
Doug Nagle, Tony Miller, Jim Ramnes, Jim Stavseth, and Kathleen Ganter. 

Our Radio Broadcast is sponsored today by Lloyd and Donna Barg in memory of their 
mothers Evelyn Anderson and Rose Barg. 

Opportunities to sponsor upcoming radio broadcasts – Please consider sponsoring a radio 
broadcast. There are openings October 25, November 17, and December 20, 25, & 27. Contact 
the church office if you are able to support this vital outreach to our community. 

Our Noisy Offering today will be donated to Backus Community Café. 

Our radio broadcast and live streaming will continue at Zion. Sunday’s service will be shown 
on KCC-TV Sunday evenings at 7:30 pm and 11:30 pm; Monday mornings at 5:30 am and 9:00 
am. This is our local access station – Midco Channel 7. 

Backus Community Café – Please note that the Backus dining room is closed, however, meals 
will be available for pick up/carry out. Guests should call Backus at 285-7225 before 4:00 pm 
on a café day to reserve a meal. Meals can then be picked up from 5:00 pm to 6:00 pm from 
the east door of Backus (Door #3 facing St. Thomas Church) on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

Looking Ahead – Daylight Saving Time ends Sunday, November 1. Remember to turn your 
clocks one hour earlier. Fall back! 
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Thank you, Pam Peterson for the time spent going through and reorganizing all our office 
supplies, paper, and miscellaneous office equipment. Good job! 

The ministries of the church are still in need of your offering and monetary gifts as we 
determine what the church may look like right now and in the future. You can still mail your 
offering to the church, and, in addition to the Simply Giving program, we now accept 
donations through Pay Pal. The financial institution where you bank may also have an 
automatic bill-pay program for you to utilize. Thank you for your continued support of the 
work of the church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Simply Giving – Simply Giving supports the spiritual practice of giving on a regular basis. This 
online service (direct deposit to Zion) provides more options and flexibility to grow giving, 
add income to the church, and enhance cash flow. Simply Giving can strengthen the financial 
health of Zion and help us in doing God’s work together. If you'd like more information or if 

you're interested in signing up, please contact the church office. 

 

 

OCTOBER STEWARDSHIP VERSE 
God wants us to ask for material possessions 

And other things we need. 
“…ask, and it will be given you; 
Search, and you will find; knock, 

And the door will be opened for you” (Luke 11:9) 
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GOSPEL MESSAGE – The Image of God 

The Pharisees and Herodians come to Jesus with a seemingly simple question: “Is it lawful to 
pay taxes or not?” In a deft move characteristic of his ministry, Jesus refuses to pick a side. 
He doesn’t debate them, but reframes the whole question. In doing so, he creates space in 
which they are open to hear a new possibility and be amazed. 

The imperial coin bears the image of the emperor, just as our currency bears the image of our 
nation’s favored leaders. What bears God’s image? You! In the first chapter of Genesis we 
learn that all of humankind is created in the image of God, blessed, and entrusted with caring 
for every living creature. 

When Jesus says, “Give . . . to God the things that are God’s” (Matt. 22:21), we are reminded 
that there is nothing in this world and nothing in ourselves that is beyond the scope of God’s 
care. Like the money stamped with the ruler’s image, we see what God treasures in the face 
of every person on the planet: ourselves and our neighbors, those we love and those we 
fear. God’s own image is in every race, every age, every gender identity, every ability. Each of 
us shines forth a unique facet of who God is. All that we have and all that we are is from God 
and for the sake of the whole world. 

The sacred image in us is reinforced every week when we take part in the celebration of Holy 
Communion. As we are fed with the body of Christ, we pray that we too might “give 
ourselves away as bread for the hungry” (Evangelical Lutheran Worship, p. 114). Nothing is 
ours to keep. All is gift from God, freely given and constantly renewed. Set free by the 
promises of God’s steadfast presence and generosity, we may live with open hands and open 
hearts. 

Zion’s Mission Statement 
To Proclaim the Joy of Salvation Through Word and Sacrament 

Zion’s Office Hours 
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 

 
Web Site – www.zionluthernintlfalls.org 

Email – zionlutheranifalls@gmail.com 
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