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PRELUDE 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
GATHERING SONG – Let Us Go to The Altar 

 
 



3 

 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. 
Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in 
doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
FIRST READING – Genesis 50:15-21 
15Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a 
grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?”  
 
16So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died, 17‘Say 
to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming 
you.’ Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father.”  
 
Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, 
and said, “We are here as your slaves.” 19But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in 
the place of God? 20Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in 
order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. 21So have no fear; I myself will 
provide for you and your little ones.”  
 
In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them. 

 

Word of God, word of life.    Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 103 – Loving and Forgiving 

 

 
 

SECOND READING – Romans 14:1-12 
1Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions. 
2Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. 3Those who eat must 
not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those 
who eat; for God has welcomed them. 4Who are you to pass judgment on servants of 
another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the 
Lord is able to make them stand. 



5 

 

5Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all 
be fully convinced in their own minds. 6Those who observe the day, observe it in honor of the 
Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those 
who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God. 

 7We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8If we live, we live to the Lord, 
and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the 
Lord’s. 9For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead 
and the living. 
10Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your 
brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. 11For it is written,  

     “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 
  and every tongue shall give praise to God.” 
12So then, each of us will be accountable to God. 

Word of God, word of life.    Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 
GOSPEL – Matthew 18:21-35 

Response – Glory to you, O Lord. 
21Peter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, 
how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, 
but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 
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23“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle 
accounts with his slaves. 24When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand 
talents was brought to him; 25and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, 
together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. 26So the 
slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you 
everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the 
debt. 
 

28But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a 
hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29Then his fellow 
slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30But he 
refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. 31When his 
fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and 
reported to their lord all that had taken place. 32Then his lord summoned him and said to him, 
‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33Should you not 
have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his lord handed 
him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 35So my heavenly Father will also 
do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” 

The gospel of the Lord.    Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON Pastor Mark Peters 
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HYMN OF THE DAY – There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy                                                        ELW 588 

 
CREED 
Along with the church, we confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those in 
need, responding to each petition with the words “hear our prayer.” 
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God of forgiveness, when forgiving someone is difficult, we pray for the patience and mercy 
toward others that Jesus describes to Peter – the same inexhaustible patience and mercy 
demonstrated toward us. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
  
God of reconciliation, conflict and hurtful actions are part of our human nature and 
experience – in the church, in society, and in the world. Grant us humility, concern for one 
another, and where there is conflict, the courage to foreswear vengeance, engage each 
other, and work toward truth, understanding, reconciliation, and unity. Lord in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
  
God of relationships, for friends and family, colleagues and co-workers, for coffee breaks and 
lunch dates, for backyard bonfires and park picnics, for email communication and phone 
calls, and for all the ways you surround us with support, love, and care – we give you thanks 
and praise. Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

  
God of learning, for the work of schools, educators, support staff, day care providers, 
coaches, bus drivers, parents, grandparents, food service workers, administrators, school 
boards and students, that God may continue to sustain them with strength and endurance 
and keep them all in good health. Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
  
God of creation, as the farmers begin to harvest and haul the bountiful fields of crops grown 
over the last few months, we are grateful for all the ways you provide for us through the 
gifts of land, water, sunshine, seeds, wisdom, and hope. Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
  
God of our homeland, visit the American cities that are addressing local racism. Stand with 
both protesters and police, that civil society may be preserved and improved. Bring both 
healing and justice to our land. Feed all who hunger. Deliver all who are bound by debt.   We 
pray for firefighters and first responders, for communities devastated by fire, hurricanes, and 
severe weather. Give health and wholeness to all who are sick, to all who are suffering from 
the coronavirus, and to those we name before you here (brief silence): 
 
O God, you are full of compassion. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy, through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Loving God, we admit that we are not always loving and kind. We know that we can be 
selfish and mean to other people; even to people we love. 
 

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 

Forgive us for the words we say and the things we do that hurt other people. 
 

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 

God, you love and forgive not only us, but all people. Teach us to be like you. Show us how to 
love and forgive those who are not kind or loving to us. Give us your power to forgive them 
when they are as selfish and mean as we sometimes are. 
 

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 

Help us forgive them when they do things and say words that hurt us. 
 

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 

Forgiving God, your son Jesus taught us this prayer and then died on the cross to prove to us 
that you do forgive us and everyone else in the world. Teach us how to pray this prayer. 
Make us deeply aware that we are forgiven. Help us forgive those who sin against us. We 
pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

Hear the good news! God does forgive us for all the impossibly unloving things we do and the 
hurting words we say. God also forgives others for the impossibly unloving things they do 
and hurtful words they say – even when they do them and say them to us. God stands with 
us as we find our ways to forgive each other. Thanks be to God! Amen. 
 

PEACE – The peace of Christ be with you always.   And also with you. 
 

OFFERING  PRAYER 
Let us pray. As people of faith we are called to continue strengthening the ministry of the 
church, even when we are physically distant. We invite you to prayerfully consider a gift to 
your congregation or the synod – as the body of Christ we work together to serve our 
neighbors. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 
A TIME OF REFLECTION 
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DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you.   
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts.   
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.    
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
Christ has died.  Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
LORD'S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The gifts of God for the people of God. 
 
DISTRIBUTION  
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COMMUNION MEDITATION HYMN – In the Singing                                                                 ELW 466 

 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of 
this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in 
fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy.   
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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SENDING SONG – Though the Mountains May Fall 
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DISMISSAL – Go in peace. Remember the poor.         Thanks be to God. 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies Annual License #23232. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  Hymns used by permission.  One License #612826.  
CCLI # 247316S 

Worship Leaders Today 
 Presider   Past0r Mark Peters 
 Musician   Joe Belanger  
               Liturgist   Cathy Lucca 
               Sound Technician  John Faith 
               Live Streaming   Ted Saxton 

 
Prayer Concerns – Helen Knutson, Susie Battalion, Margaret Tyson, Doug Nagle, Tony Miller, 
Jim Ramnes, Jim Stavseth, and Kathleen Ganter. 
 
Our Radio Broadcast is sponsored today by Liz Bryant in memory of Bill Durant. 
 
The ministries of the church are still in need of your offering and monetary gifts as we 
determine what the church may look like right now and in the future. You can still mail your 
offering to the church, and, in addition to the Simply Giving program, we now accept 
donations through Pay Pal. The financial institution where you bank may also have an 
automatic bill-pay program for you to utilize. Thank you for your continued support of the 
work of the church.  
 
Our radio broadcast and virtual ministry continue at Zion. Sunday’s service is broadcast live 
on 104.1 FM. It is also live-streamed via our Facebook page. Our Sunday service can also be 
viewed on KCC-TV Sunday evenings at 7:30 pm and 11:30 pm; Monday mornings at 5:30 am 
and 9:00 am. This is our local access station – Midco Channel 7. 
 
Backus Community Café – Please note that the Backus dining room is closed, however, meals 
will be available for pick up/carry out. Guests should call Backus at 285-7225 before 4:00 pm 
on a café day to reserve a meal. Meals can then be picked up from 5:00 pm to 6:00 pm from 
the east door of Backus (Door #3 facing St. Thomas Church) on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 
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Welcome Pastor Mark Peters and Family – Pastor Mark began his call at Zion September 1. 
His areas of expertise include preaching and worship leadership, pastoral care and visitation, 
youth and family ministry, recruiting and equipping leaders, and social ministry. Pastor Mark 
also has strengths in teaching and building a sense of stewardship, which will enhance our 
outreach to Zion and the community. Welcome to our community Pastor Mark, Noah, and 
Alek!  
 
 

SEPTEMBER STEWARDSHIP VERSE 
 

God uses money to illustrate His power.   
 

“‘Bring the full tithe into the storehouse,  
so that there may be food in my house, and thus  

put me to the test,’ says the Lord of hosts” (Mal. 3:10). 

 

Simply Giving – Simply Giving supports the spiritual practice of giving on a regular basis. This 
online service (direct deposit to Zion) provides more options and flexibility to grow giving, 
add income to the church, and enhance cash flow. Simply Giving can strengthen the financial 
health of Zion and help us in doing God’s work together. If you'd like more information or if 

you're interested in signing up, please contact the church office. 
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GOSPEL MESSAGE – Deep Waters of Forgiveness 

Churches have different practices around baptism. In some churches, a small bowl holds just 
enough water to trickle a few drops over the head. In others, the bowl is wider and the water 
is splashed with the whole hand. In yet other churches, the person is fully immersed in a font 
large enough for them to go all the way underwater. Sometimes the water stays in the bowl, 
sometimes a bit splashes out, and sometimes the whole area around the font gets wet. But 
no matter the amount of water used, there’s always more where it comes from. God’s 
waters of forgiveness run deeper than we will ever know. 

The waters of baptism are so deep that even a few sprinkles cover a lifetime of falling short. 
We are forgiven time and again for a myriad of sins. And because the weight of sin has been 
lifted from us, we are free to extend such forgiveness to others. 

In fact, our faith depends on it. In the Lord’s Prayer, our petition for forgiveness is directly 
tied to our own willingness to forgive others: “Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who 
sin against us.” Thankfully, we are not expected to conjure up such forgiveness on our own. 
We draw from the endless supply of divine reserves. Where we, and Peter, might have 
difficulty forgiving a mere seven times, Jesus reminds us that his kind of forgiveness can be 
measured on an exponential scale. 

While our capacity for forgiveness may be limited, Jesus’ well of forgiveness is deep enough 
for all people and all matters of sin. When we find ourselves struggling to extend forgiveness 
to others, we return to the baptismal font. This is an overflowing well of love. Drawing from 
this water, we draw from the limitless supply of forgiveness. 

Remembering our baptism, we are reminded not only that we are forgiven, but that we, too, 
are agents of forgiveness in the world. 

Zion’s Mission Statement 

To Proclaim the Joy of Salvation Through Word and Sacrament 
 

Zion’s Office Hours 
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 

 
Web Site – www.zionluthernintlfalls.org 

Email – zionlutheranifalls@gmail.com 
 

mailto:zionlutheranifalls@gmail.com
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