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PRELUDE
ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Faithful God,
have mercy on us.
We confess that we are captive to sin
and cannot free ourselves.
We turn from your loving embrace
and go our own ways.
We pass judgment on one another
before examining ourselves.
We place our own needs before those of our neighbors.
We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves.
Make us humble, cast away our transgressions,
and turn us again to life in you
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
God hears the cries of all who call out in need,
and through his death and resurrection,
Christ has made us his own.
Hear the truth that God proclaims:
Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ.
Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness
to do God’s work in the world.
Amen.
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GATHERING SONG – Sing Of The Lord's Goodness

3

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.
KYRIE

CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace our
hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing your will,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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FIRST READING – Genesis 50:15-21
15
Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a
grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” 16So they
approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died, 17‘Say to
Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’
Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph
wept when they spoke to him. 18Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said,
“We are here as your slaves.” 19But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place
of God? 20Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to
preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. 21So have no fear; I myself will provide for
you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them.
Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.

PSALMODY – Psalm 103:1-7, 8-13
Refrain

1

Bless the LORD, O my soul,
and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name.
2
Bless the LORD, O my soul,
and forget not all God’s benefits. Refrain
3

who forgives all your sins
and heals all your diseases;
4
who redeems your life from the grave
and crowns you with steadfast love and mercy; Refrain
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who satisfies your desires with good things
so that your youth is renewed like an eagle’s.
6
O LORD, you provide vindication
and justice for all who are oppressed. Refrain
7

You made known your ways to Moses
and your works to the children of Israel.
8
LORD, you are full of compassion and mercy,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love; Refrain
9

you will not always accuse us,
nor will you keep your anger forever.
10
You have not dealt with us according to our sins,
nor repaid us according to our iniquities. Refrain
11

For as the heavens are high above the earth,
so great is your steadfast love for those who fear you.
12
As far as the east is from the west,
so far have you removed our transgressions from us. Refrain
13

As a father has compassion for his children,
so you have compassion for those who fear you, O LORD. Refrain

SECOND READING – Romans 14:1-12
1

Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions.
Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. 3Those who eat must
not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those
who eat; for God has welcomed them. 4Who are you to pass judgment on servants of
another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the
Lord is able to make them stand.
2

5

Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all
be fully convinced in their own minds. 6Those who observe the day, observe it in honor of the
Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those
who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God.
7

We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8If we live, we live to the Lord,
and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the
Lord’s. 9For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead
and the living.
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Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your
brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. 11For it is written,
“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,
and every tongue shall give praise to God.”
12
So then, each of us will be accountable to God.
Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL – Matthew 18:21-35
Response – Glory to you, O Lord.
21
Peter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me,
how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “Not seven times,
but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.
23

“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle
accounts with his slaves. 24When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand
talents was brought to him; 25and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold,
together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. 26So the
slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you
everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the
debt.
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28

But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a
hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29Then his fellow
slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30But he
refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. 31When his
fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and
reported to their lord all that had taken place. 32Then his lord summoned him and said to him,
‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33Should you not
have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his lord handed
him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 35So my heavenly Father will also
do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”
The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

Pastor Mark Peters
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HYMN OF THE DAY – This Is My Father’s World

ELW 824

CREED
Along with the church, we confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those in
need, responding to each petition with the words “hear our prayer.”
God of forgiveness, when forgiving someone is difficult, we pray for the patience and mercy
toward others that Jesus describes to Peter – the same inexhaustible patience and mercy
demonstrated toward us. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
God of open arms, make us into signs of your gracious welcome, to both members and
newcomers, whether meeting physically or digitally. Strengthen our faith and spark our
imagination in order to nurture new ways for education through Sunday School,
confirmation class, youth ministry, and Bible study during this pandemic. Lord in your
mercy, hear our prayer.
God of justice, lead the nations away from the ways of violence. Show families,
neighborhoods, and nations how to welcome diversity while sharing common ground and
practicing reconciliation across national borders. Preserve our election season from abuse
and rancor. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
God of our homeland, visit the American cities that are addressing local racism. Stand with
both protesters and police, that civil society may be preserved and improved. Bring both
healing and justice to our land. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
God of the sufferers, visit prisons and care homes with health and hope. Free victims of
human trafficking and forced labor. Deliver all who are bound by debt. Feed all who hunger
and provide safety to migrants. Protect firefighters and first responders. Heal the sick,
especially those we name here before you either silently or aloud:
O God, you are full of compassion; Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
God of beginnings, September often marks a time of beginning, with congregations
reinventing and launching programs in new ways and creation transitioning to a new season.
With students (and educators) starting school, we ask you to especially attend to the needs
of children, youth, and their families. We also lift up teachers and all involved in education
that you might sustain them. Due to this pandemic, this year is profoundly different,
presenting challenges we have not faced before. Together we pray that your Spirit will grant
us wisdom, creativity and patience. Help us care for each other and fight the spread of
Covid-19. We pray these things and more through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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PEACE – The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
A TIME OF REFLECTION
DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is the majesty
of your glory. You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him may not perish but have eternal life.
We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will and to
accomplish all things for our salvation. In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus
took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and death, his
glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming again, we give thanks to
you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; we ask you mercifully to
accept our praise and thanksgiving and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your
servants, and these your own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all who share in the
body and blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, and, receiving the
forgiveness of sin, may be formed to live as your holy people and be given our inheritance
with all your saints. To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your
holy church, now and forever.
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LORD'S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The gifts of God for the people of God.
DISTRIBUTION
COMMUNION SONG

COMMUNION MEDITATION HYMN – Pan de Vida
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of
this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in
fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy. The
Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. In the name of the Father, and of the ☩
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
SENDING SONG – Companions On The Journey
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DISMISSAL – Go in peace. Remember the poor.

Thanks be to God.
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Prayer Concerns – Helen Knutson, Susie Battalion, Margaret Tyson, Doug Nagle, Tony Miller,
Jim Ramnes, Jim Stavseth, and Kathleen Ganter.
Our Radio Broadcast is sponsored today by Allan and Susie Braaten in appreciation of Zion’s
live streaming each Sunday.
The ministries of the church are still in need of your offering and monetary gifts as we
determine what the church may look like right now and in the near future. You can still mail
your offering to the church, and, in addition to the Simply Giving program, we now accept
donations through Pay Pal. The financial institution where you bank may also have an
automatic bill-pay program for you to utilize. Thank you for your continued support of the
work of the church.
Zion’s office hours and facility availability continue to be by appointment only. All weekly
activities or meetings are cancelled at this time.
Our radio broadcast and live streaming will continue at Zion. Sunday’s service will be shown
on KCC-TV Sunday evenings at 7:30 pm and 11:30 pm; Monday mornings at 5:30 am and 9:00
am. This is our local access station – Midco Channel 7.
Backus Community Café – Please note that the Backus dining room is closed, however, meals
will be available for pick up/carry out. Guests should call Backus at 285-7225 before 4:00 pm
on a café day to reserve a meal. Meals can then be picked up from 5:00 pm to 6:00 pm from
the east door of Backus (Door #3 facing St. Thomas Church) on Tuesdays and Thursdays.
Noisy Offering – Today’s noisy offering will be donated to the Backus Community Café.
Thank you for your generosity.
Welcome Pastor Mark Peters and Family – Pastor Mark began his call at Zion September 1.
His areas of expertise include preaching and worship leadership, pastoral care and visitation,
youth and family ministry, recruiting and equipping leaders, and social ministry. Pastor Mark
also has strengths in teaching and building a sense of stewardship, which will enhance our
outreach to Zion and the community. Welcome to our community Pastor Mark, Noah, and
Alek!
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SEPTEMBER STEWARDSHIP VERSE
God uses money to illustrate His power.
“‘Bring the full tithe into the storehouse,
so that there may be food in my house, and thus
put me to the test,’ says the Lord of hosts” (Mal. 3:10).
Simply Giving – Simply Giving supports the spiritual practice of giving on a regular basis. This
online service (direct deposit to Zion) provides more options and flexibility to grow giving,
add income to the church, and enhance cash flow. Simply Giving can strengthen the financial
health of Zion and help us in doing God’s work together. If you'd like more information or if
you're interested in signing up, please contact the church office.
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GOSPEL MESSAGE – Deep Waters of Forgiveness
Churches have different practices around baptism. In some churches, a small bowl holds just
enough water to trickle a few drops over the head. In others, the bowl is wider and the water
is splashed with the whole hand. In yet other churches, the person is fully immersed in a font
large enough for them to go all the way underwater. Sometimes the water stays in the bowl,
sometimes a bit splashes out, and sometimes the whole area around the font gets wet. But
no matter the amount of water used, there’s always more where it comes from. God’s
waters of forgiveness run deeper than we will ever know.
The waters of baptism are so deep that even a few sprinkles cover a lifetime of falling short.
We are forgiven time and again for a myriad of sins. And because the weight of sin has been
lifted from us, we are free to extend such forgiveness to others.
In fact, our faith depends on it. In the Lord’s Prayer, our petition for forgiveness is directly
tied to our own willingness to forgive others: “Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who
sin against us.” Thankfully, we are not expected to conjure up such forgiveness on our own.
We draw from the endless supply of divine reserves. Where we, and Peter, might have
difficulty forgiving a mere seven times, Jesus reminds us that his kind of forgiveness can be
measured on an exponential scale.
While our capacity for forgiveness may be limited, Jesus’ well of forgiveness is deep enough
for all people and all matters of sin. When we find ourselves struggling to extend forgiveness
to others, we return to the baptismal font. This is an overflowing well of love. Drawing from
this water, we draw from the limitless supply of forgiveness.
Remembering our baptism, we are reminded not only that we are forgiven, but that we, too,
are agents of forgiveness in the world.
Zion’s Mission Statement
To Proclaim the Joy of Salvation Through Word and Sacrament
Zion’s Office Hours
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
Web Site – www.zionluthernintlfalls.org
Email – zionlutheranifalls@gmail.com
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