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PRELUDE 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father,  
and of the ☩ Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 
 
Reconciling God, 
we confess that we do not trust your abundance, 
and we deny your presence in our lives. 

We place our hope in ourselves 
and rely on our own efforts. 
We fail to believe that you provide enough for all. 
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. 

We fear difference and do not welcome others 
as you have welcomed us. 
We sin in thought, word, and deed. 

By your grace, forgive us; 
through your love, renew us; 
and in your Spirit, lead us; 
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen. 
 
Beloved of God, 
by the radical abundance of divine mercy 

we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus, 
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. 

Our sins are forgiven. 
Let us live now in hope. 

For hope does not disappoint, 
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG – All Things Bright and Beautiful                      WOV 767 

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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KYRIE 

 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE  

 



5 

 

 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. Glorious God, your generosity waters the world with goodness, and you cover 
creation with abundance. Awaken in us a hunger for the food that satisfies both body and 
spirit, and with this food fill all the starving world; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. Amen. 
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FIRST READING – Isaiah 55:1-5 
1Ho, everyone who thirsts, 
  come to the waters; 
and you that have no money, 
  come, buy and eat! 
Come, buy wine and milk 
  without money and without price. 
2Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 
  and your labor for that which does not satisfy? 
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, 
  and delight yourselves in rich food. 
3Incline your ear, and come to me; 
  listen, so that you may live. 
I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 
  my steadfast, sure love for David. 
4See, I made him a witness to the peoples, 
  a leader and commander for the peoples. 
5See, you shall call nations that you do not know, 
  and nations that do not know you shall run to you, 
because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, 
  for he has glorified you. 

Word of God, word of life.    Thanks be to God. 
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PSALMODY – Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21 
Refrain 

 
 
8The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, 
  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
9LORD, you are good to all, 
  and your compassion is over all your works. Refrain 
  
14The Lord upholds all those who fall 
  and lifts up those who are bowed down. 
15The eyes of all wait upon you, O LORD, 
  and you give them their food in due season. Refrain 
 
16You open wide your hand 
  and satisfy the desire of every living thing. 
17You are righteous in all your ways 
  and loving in all your works. Refrain 
 
18You are near to all who call upon you, 
  to all who call upon you faithfully. 
19You fulfill the desire of those who fear you; 
  you hear their cry and save them. Refrain 
 
20You watch over all those who love you, 
  but all the wicked you shall destroy. 
21My mouth shall speak the praise of the LORD; 
  let all flesh bless God’s holy name forever and ever. Refrain 
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SECOND READING – Romans 9:1-5 
1I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience confirms it by the Holy 
Spirit—2I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3For I could wish that I 
myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my own people, my kindred 
according to the flesh. 4They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the 
covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises; 5to them belong the 
patriarchs, and from them, according to the flesh, comes the Messiah, who is over all, God 
blessed forever. Amen. 

Word of God, word of life.    Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

GOSPEL – Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

Response – Glory to you, O Lord. 
13Now when Jesus heard [about the beheading of John the Baptist], he withdrew from there 
in a boat to a deserted place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on 
foot from the towns. 14When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion 
for them and cured their sick. 15When it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, 
“This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds away so that they may go 
into the villages and buy food for themselves.” 16Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; 
you give them something to eat.” 17They replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and 
two fish.” 18And he said, “Bring them here to me.” 19Then he ordered the crowds to sit down 
on the grass.  



9 

 

Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the 
loaves, and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 20And all 
ate and were filled; and they took up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets 
full. 21And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children. 

The gospel of the Lord.    Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON Joe Belanger, Synod Authorized Minister 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY – Let us Talent and Tongues Employ                                            ELW 674 
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CREED 
Along with the church, we confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and 
all who are in need. 

You take resources that appear to be meager, bless them, and there is enough. May your 
church trust that what you bless and ask us to share with the world is abundantly sufficient. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Your bountiful creation offers sustenance and life for all creatures. Protect this abundance 
for the well-being of all. Reverse the damage we have caused your creation. Replenish 
ground water supplies, provide needed rains in places of drought, and protect forests from 
wildfires. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
You offer yourself to all the nations and peoples of the earth, inviting everyone to abundant 
life. Bring the prophetic vision to fullness, that all nations will run to you and that nations 
who do not know you will find their joy in you. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
You open your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing. Hear the anguish of tender 
hearts who cry to you in suffering and satisfy their deepest needs. Bring wholeness and 
healing to those who suffer in body, heart, soul, and mind. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
 
You offer freely the fullness of salvation. Give our congregation such a welcoming heart, that 
our words and actions may extend your free and abundant hospitality to all whom we 
encounter. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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You gather your saints as one, united in the body of Jesus. Bring us with all your saints to the 
heavenly banquet. We remember with love and thanksgiving the saints we have known. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to 
you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

PEACE – The peace of Christ be with you always.   And also with you. 

A TIME OF REFLECTION – Shelter Me  
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DIALOGUE 

The Lord be with you.   
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.     
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  that we should at all times and in all places  give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,  through our Savior Jesus Christ;  who 
on this day overcame death and the grave,  and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the 
way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels,  with the church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven,  we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. 
 
The universe declares your praise: 
beyond the stars; beneath the sea; 
within each cell; with every breath. 
We praise you, O God. 
 
Generations bless your faithfulness: 
through the water; by night and day; 
across the wilderness; out of exile; into the future. 
We bless you, O God. 
 
We give you thanks for your dear Son: 
at the heart of human life; near to those who suffer; 
beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now. 
We thank you, O God. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, 
we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
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We pray for the gift of your Spirit: 
in our gathering; within this meal; 
among your people; throughout the world. 
 
Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, 
by your Spirit, in your church, without end. 
AMEN. 
 

 
 
 
LORD'S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The gifts of God for the people of God. 
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LAMB OF GOD 

 
 
DISTRIBUTION  
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COMMUNION MEDITATION HYMN– Behold The Lamb 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. God of the welcome table, in this meal we have feasted on your goodness and 
have been united by your presence among us. Empower us to go forth sustained by these 
gifts so that we may share your neighbor love with all, through Jesus Christ, the giver of 
abundant life. Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy.  The 

Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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SENDING SONG – Sing Hey For the Carpenter 

 
DISMISSAL – Go in peace. Share the good news.         Thanks be to God. 
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Worship Leaders Today 
 Presider   Joe Belanger, Synod Authorized Minister 
 Musician   Joe Belanger  
               Liturgist   Cathy Lucca 
               Sound Technician  John Faith 
               Live Streaming   Ted Saxton 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies Annual License #23232. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  Hymns used by permission.  One License #612826.  

CCLI # 247316S. 

HOLY COMMUNION, the Lord's Supper, is the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, given 
with bread and wine, instituted by Christ himself for us to eat and drink. All Christians who 
desire to share in Christ's body and blood, given and shed for the forgiveness of sins, are 
welcome to receive the Sacrament. We ask that you come forward under the direction of the 
ushers.  White grape juice and gluten free wafers are available for those who wish them. 
Today we will commune by intinction. 

Bishop Thomas Aitken, Northeastern Minnesota Synod, has authorized Joe Belanger to 
preside at Holy Communion during his time of appointment as a Synodically Authorized 
Minister at Zion Lutheran. This is an extension of the bishop’s own ministry and permission 
lasts through his appointment.  

Prayer Concerns – Helen Knutson, Susie Battalion, Sharon Belanger Averill, Margaret Tyson, 
Doug Nagle, Tony Miller, Jim Ramnes, Jim Stavseth, and Kathleen Ganter. 

Our Radio Broadcast is sponsored today by Darlyss Samuelson and family in recognition and 
in remembrance of those we love every day and always. 

May the God of all consolation be with the family and friends of Audrey Dahl, who died July 
27. Please remember the family and friends in your prayers. 

The ministries of the church are still in need of your offering and monetary gifts as we 
determine what the church may look like right now and in the near future. You can still mail 
your offering to the church, and, in addition to the Simply Giving program, we now accept 
donations through Pay Pal. The financial institution where you bank may also have an 
automatic bill-pay program for you to utilize. Thank you for your continued support of the 
work of the church. 

Zion’s office hours and facility availability continue to be by appointment only. All weekly 
activities or meetings are cancelled at this time.  
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Our radio broadcast and live streaming will continue at Zion. Sunday’s service will be shown 
on KCC-TV Sunday evenings at 7:30 pm and 11:30 pm; Monday mornings at 5:30 am and 9:00 
am. This is our local access station – Midco Channel 7. 

Zion’s office hours and facility availability continue to be by appointment only. All weekly 
activities or meetings are cancelled at this time.  

Backus Community Café – Please note that the Backus dining room is closed, however, meals 
will be available for pick up/carry out. Guests should call Backus at 285-7225 before 4:00 pm 
on a café day to reserve a meal. Meals can then be picked up from 5:00 pm to 6:00 pm from 
the east door of Backus (Door #3 facing St. Thomas Church) on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

 

AUGUST STEWARDSHIP VERSE 
 

God uses money to confirm direction. 
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, 
and do not rely on your own insight. 
In all your ways acknowledge him,  

and he will make straight your paths” (Prov. 3:5-6). 

 

Simply Giving – Simply Giving supports the spiritual practice of giving on a regular basis. This 
online service (direct deposit to Zion) provides more options and flexibility to grow giving, 
add income to the church, and enhance cash flow. Simply Giving can strengthen the financial 
health of Zion and help us in doing God’s work together. If you'd like more information or if 

you're interested in signing up, please contact the church office. 
 

Zion Lutheran Church will have a congregational meeting Wednesday, August 12 6:00 pm 
Backus Community Center for the purpose of voting to call a pastor to Zion. 
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Zion’s Mission Statement 
To Proclaim the Joy of Salvation Through Word and Sacrament 

 

Zion’s Office Hours 
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 

 
Web Site – www.zionluthernintlfalls.org 

Email – zionlutheranifalls@gmail.com 

mailto:zionlutheranifalls@gmail.com

